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through research, education, 

and supporting access to care
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1956 – 2010 The Foundation provided funding to 
treat individual cases
❖ $114,260,277 expended on 89,913 cases

December 31, 2010, shifted the focus and 
adopted a new mission statement “to improve 
vision through research, education, and 
supporting access to care” 
❖ $26,266,800 provided in grants
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Working towards our mission 3



Support for Seniors EyeCare Program
❖  23 years of support for a total of $5,320,395

Support for the ONE Network
❖ $1,000,000 for the Education Center

Endowed Professorship
❖ Established three chairs for $6,000,000

Pediatric IRIS Registry
     (Intelligent Research in Sight)

❖  $2,000,000 insights about pediatric 
     eye diseases 4

Working towards our mission 4



The KTEF is committed to support research that 
can help launch the careers of clinical or basic 

researchers focused on the prevention or cure of 
potentially blinding diseases in infants, children, 

and adults.  

8555
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GRANTS 5



Children’s Hospital Los Angeles
❖ Laboratory Grant $300,000 Predictive Medicine

Career Starter Grants – 17 awarded $1,102,504

Competitive Renewal Grants – 8 awarded $519,727

Travel Grants – $200,545 
❖ ARVO -The Association For Research In Vision and 

            Ophthalmology

❖   ISER - International Society for Eye Research

❖  ISOO – International Society of Ocular Oncology

2019 – 2020 Grants Awarded 6
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Scientific Advisory Meeting
March 2019
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At an annual meeting held every March, officers and trustees of the Foundation come together with ten doctors specializing in pediatric ophthalmology from many 
leading hospitals and research institutions throughout the country to review the applications and recommend which applications based on the merits of the 
proposal should be funded with a grant.

 

We are pleased to report that this year we received thirty-seven career-starter research grant applications and twelve competitive renewal grant applications. 
Seventeen career starter grants and eight competitive renewal grants were recommended for funding by the committee and all twenty-five were approved by the 
officers and trustees serving on the Scientific Advisory Committee. Officers and committee consists of Jeffrey N. Nelson, President, and Trustee of the Foundation; 
Michael B. Johnson, Chairman of the Committee, Vice President, and Trustee of the Foundation; David J. Kussman, member of the Committee, Vice President and 
Trustee of the Foundation; Jeffrey A. Bolstad, member of the Committee, Vice President and Trustee of the Foundation; Lawrence E. Tucker, member of the 
Committee, Secretary and Trustee of the Foundation, William J. Jones, member of the Committee, Past President and Trustee of the Foundation. 
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Eye Foundation has supported EyeCare America for 23 
years, provides no cost eye care to those who qualify.

One-in-three Americans has some form of vision impairing 
eye disease by age 65, and nearly 3,000,000 people of all 
ages have glaucoma.

Through its Online Referral Center, the Seniors EyeCare 
Program offers two types of services, based on 
qualifications.       
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The purpose of the Pediatric Ophthalmology Education 
Center is to ensure a strong educational foundation for 
ophthalmologists.

By supporting the Pediatric Ophthalmology Education 
Center within the American Academy of Ophthalmology’s 
ONE Network, we have a real opportunity to make a 
difference and improve the outcome in eye care for 
children worldwide.

Pediatric Ophthalmology Education Center 10
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OTHER PROGRAMS
ONE NETWORK

ONE Network – (Ophthalmic News and Education)

Developed by more than 200 volunteer pediatric 
ophthalmologists, clinicians, and researchers 

Launched in November 2015

               Current Traffic Overview

Visitors – 754,000  Page Views – 1,330,000

Worldwide Coverage – 215 Countries

“THE KNIGHTS TEMPLAR EYE FOUNDATION, INC. 
PEDIATRIC OPHTHALMOLOGY EDUCATION CENTER”
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Endowed Professorship Program 12

All endowed professorships are awarded $2 million, matched dollar 
for dollar by the institution

AUGUST 2013
“Knights Templar Eye Foundation Inc., Professor in Ophthalmology Research”

Michael Brodsky, M.D
The Mayo Clinic | Campuses in Rochester, MN, Phoenix, AZ, and Jacksonville, FL

AUGUST 2015 
“Knights Templar Eye Foundation Inc., Professor of Ophthalmology”

Thomas McCarthy Bosley, M.D.
The Wilmer Eye Institute of Johns Hopkins University | Baltimore, MD

AUGUST 2017
“Knights Templar Eye Foundation Inc., Presidential Chair in Ophthalmology”

Wei Li, PhD
Baylor College of Medicine | Houston, TX
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  Top Five Grand Commanderies 13

Contributions Only (awards)

No. 1 Ohio $81,754
Chairman – Robert Thomas Starr          
No. 2 Pennsylvania $63,934
Chairman – Sean Michael Tomasic

        
No. 3 Virginia $61,347
Chairman – Edwin Richard Carpenter, Jr.

        
No. 4 Texas  $52,840 
Chairman – Christopher Lee Little

  
No. 5 Georgia $51,216
Chairman – Mark Shelley Johnson

Contributions + Wills + Trusts

No. 1 Kentucky $250,200
Chairman – Ralph Clinton Lawson

No. 2 Texas    $152,184
Chairman – Christopher Lee Little

        

No. 3 Colorado  $139,730 
Chairman – Grover L. Sardeson

       

No. 4 Michigan   $120,324 
Chairman – Ronald Edward Gorecki

         

No. 5 Ohio    $98,067
Chairman – Robert Thomas Starr



Awards are issued in two 
categories:

Seals are issued to those 
Commanderies that achieved 
$10.00 or more per member.     
These seals go on the Award 
Certificate awarded to the 
Commandery. 

Appreciation Certificates are 
issued to those Commanderies 
for achieving $5.00-$9.99 per 
member.
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  Voluntary Campaign Awards 14



Life Sponsor 

Associate Patron 

Patron

The Grand Commander’s Club 

The Grand Master’s Club

Wills & Bequests  / Trusts

Planned Giving

Memorials 15

 Recognition Programs 15
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 WHERE ARE WE TODAY? 16
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Contributions by Program 17
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How does $1 get expended 2019 18
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KTEF PERCENTAGES 19



131 COMMANDERIES AT 100% (with 107 between 90%-99%)
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Grand Commanderies at 100%
2017 - VIRGINIA
2017 - GEORGIA          
2015 - DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
2015 - WYOMING    
2014 - MONTANA    
2014 - TENNESSEE      
1996 - SOUTH CAROLINA 
1995 - ALABAMA      
1994 - NEW HAMPSHIRE

100% Life Sponsorships 20



Sight Crusader

The Permanent Donor Fund

The Grand Master’s Sword 
of Merit

The Golden Chalice
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Recognition Programs 21



The Jewel comes in 5 levels, $1,000, $2,000, $3000, $4,000 
and $5,000 or above. The $1,000 level has the single, larger 
cross in the center. Each additional $1,000 is identified with 
an additional small cross in a quadrant until at $5,000 or 
above all four quadrants are occupied to complete the 
emblem known as the Crusader’s Cross also known as the 
Cross of Jerusalem. 

                To date we have awarded over 2,885 Jewels 
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Crusader’s Cross 22



• Knife - contributions of $100 or more

• Tie & Tie Case - contributions vary
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Foundation  Promotions 23



Website:  www.knightstemplar.org/ktef
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Foundation Web Site 24



All Clips are Downloadable
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Foundation Web Site – VIDEO CLIPS 25
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PLANNED GIVING 26



Robert W Bigley

Office Administrator/Assistant Secretary

Knights Templar Eye Foundation, Inc.

1033 Long Prairie Road, Suite 5

Flower Mound, TX 75022-4230

Phone:  214.888.0220

Fax:  214.888.0230

Email:  Manager@ktef.us

Website:  www.knightstemplar.org/ktef
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